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devastating impacts of climate change through firsthand accounts and scientific insights

Learn about the human cost and discover actionable steps towards a sustainable future

climate  change  climate  crisis  environmental  catastrophe  global  warming  sustainability

environmental  impact  climate  action  human  impact  nature  field  notes  environmental

storytelling The air hung thick and heavy a suffocating blanket woven from smoke and

despair I knelt beside the charred remains of what was once a vibrant mangrove forest the

salty tang of the sea battling the acrid scent of burning wood This wasnt a battlefield

scarred by conflict but a casualty of a different war the war against our planet This is

where my field notes chronicling the devastating impacts of climate change begin My work

as an environmental researcher has taken me to the frontlines of this unfolding catastrophe

from melting glaciers in the Himalayas to parched savannahs in Africa Each location tells a

similar story a tale woven with threads of human suffering and ecological devastation The

narrative isnt abstract its etched onto the faces of farmers whose crops have failed the

eyes of children displaced by rising sea levels and the skeletal branches of forests ravaged

by wildfires In Bangladesh I witnessed the relentless assault of the sea Entire villages once

bustling with life were swallowed by the rising tides their homes reduced to submerged

ruins  I  spoke to  Fatima an elderly  woman whose family  had lived on that  land for

generations Her eyes etched with the weight of loss and displacement mirrored the despair

etched into the landscape The sea once a provider had become a relentless predator This

isnt a distant threat its a reality unfolding before our eyes claiming lives and livelihoods

with chilling efficiency The Amazon rainforest the lungs of our planet is gasping for air

Deforestation fueled by agricultural  expansion and illegal  logging has opened gaping

wounds  in  the  emerald  canopy  I  walked  through  tracts  of  land  once  teeming  with

biodiversity now reduced to barren 2 wasteland The cacophony of the rainforest once a

symphony of life was replaced by an unnerving silence punctuated only by the mournful
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cries of a lone howler monkey This is not merely habitat loss its a collapse of an entire

ecosystem with cascading consequences for the global climate The Arctic once a pristine

realm of ice and snow is rapidly melting The ice caps the planets air conditioners are

shrinking at an alarming rate contributing to rising sea levels and disrupting ocean currents

I saw firsthand the effects of this meltdown witnessing the precarious existence of polar

bears their hunting grounds shrinking with each passing year Their struggle for survival

mirrors our own our future is inextricably linked to the fate of this fragile ecosystem These

arent isolated incidents They are interconnected symptoms of a global crisis fueled by

human activity  The burning of  fossil  fuels deforestation and unsustainable agricultural

practices are releasing greenhouse gases into the atmosphere trapping heat and driving

climate change The consequences are farreaching and devastating more frequent and

intense heatwaves droughts floods wildfires and storms as well as sealevel rise ocean

acidification and biodiversity loss Its a perfect storm of ecological disaster threatening the

very foundation of human civilization But its not too late We can still  avert the worst

impacts of climate change but it  requires immediate and decisive action We need to

transition to a clean energy future embracing renewable sources like solar and wind power

We must protect and restore our forests the planets natural carbon sinks We need to

implement sustainable agricultural practices reducing our reliance on fossil fuels in food

production And we need to promote policies that incentivize climatefriendly behavior and

hold polluters accountable The Path Forward Actionable Takeaways Reduce your carbon

footprint  Make  conscious  choices  to  reduce  your  energy  consumption  opt  for  public

transport and support businesses committed to sustainability Advocate for change Demand

action from your  elected officials  supporting policies  that  promote climate action and

environmental protection Educate yourself and others Learn about the science of climate

change  and  share  your  knowledge  with  your  friends  family  and  community  Support

sustainable businesses Choose to buy products and services from companies committed

to environmental responsibility Embrace sustainable lifestyles Make conscious choices in

your daily life from reducing waste to choosing sustainable food sources 3 Frequently

Asked Questions FAQs 1 Is  climate change really  happening Yes the overwhelming

scientific consensus confirms that climate change is real and primarily driven by human

activities The evidence is undeniable ranging from rising global temperatures to melting

glaciers and extreme weather events 2 What can I do to make a difference Even small
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actions  can  have  a  collective  impact  Reducing  your  energy  consumption  choosing

sustainable transport supporting ecofriendly businesses and advocating for climate policies

are all effective ways to contribute 3 Are the effects of climate change irreversible Some

impacts are already irreversible  such as the melting of  certain  glaciers  However  the

severity of future impacts can be mitigated through immediate and drastic action to reduce

greenhouse gas emissions 4 How can I stay informed about climate change Reliable

sources of information include reputable scientific organizations like NASA and NOAA

international bodies like the IPCC and credible news outlets committed to factual reporting

5 What is the role of governments in addressing climate change Governments have a

crucial role in implementing policies that reduce emissions invest in renewable energy

protect ecosystems and promote sustainable development Holding them accountable for

their actions is vital The future of our planet hangs in the balance The story Ive shared

here is just one small chapter in a much larger narrative a narrative that requires our

collective action to rewrite  The charred mangroves the submerged villages the silent

forests these are not just scenes from a distant future they are stark reminders of the

present reality The time for inaction is over Let us work together to build a sustainable

future for generations to come before its too late
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first published in hardcover by bloomsbury usa in 2006 updated with new material in 2015

title page verso

the world has known about global warming since the late 1970s yet little has been done to

halt  it  the  threat  if  we  fail  is  nothing  less  than  catastrophe  the  flooding  of  coastal

communities the extinction of species and entry into a climate regime of which humans

have no experience exploring the relationship between what we know and what we refuse

to know elizabeth kolbert takes us on an urgent journey from the arctic to central america

interviewing researchers environmentalists and traditional inuits whose lives have already

been dramatically altered by climate change

a superbly crafted diligently compressed vision of a world spiralling towards destruction

observer  kolbert  mesmerises  with  her  poetic  cadence  in  this  riveting  view  of  the

apocalypse already upon us robert f kennedy jr the most frightening book i ve read this

century times literary supplement elizabeth kolbert s environmental classic field notes from

a catastrophe first developed out of a groundbreaking award winning three part series in

the new yorker she expanded it into a still concise yet richly researched and damning book

about climate change a primer on the greatest challenge facing the world today in the

years since the story has continued to develop the situation has become more dire even

as our understanding of it grows now kolbert returns to the defining book of her career with

new chapters on ocean acidification the tar sands and a danish town that s gone carbon

neutral field notes from a catastrophe remains as necessary as ever and a must read for

our moment

increased throughput of carbon based fossil energy the destruction of earth s forests and

other land use changes have resulted in ever higher levels of  waste in the form of
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greenhouse gases as well as a diminished capacity of the planet to absorb and store those

wastes this means that to avoid catastrophic global warming and maintain the habitab

includes abstracts of magazine articles and book reviews

ages 9 years over children parents and teachers will find the very latest information about

the causes and effects of climate change how people are working to reduce it and ways

children and their families and schools can join the fight the book teaches and inspires

through clear and accessible writing engaging illustrations hands on activities cool and hot

facts eco hero features and a hopeful and empowering message to get kids involved in

confronting global warming and developing their best selves through such work the book is

suitable  for  home  and  classroom use  it  meets  national  science  and  social  studies

curriculum standards

an  invaluable  resource  for  general  readers  investigating  climate  change  this  book

examines the impact of climate change on popular culture and analyzes how writers and

directors treat the disasters caused by climate change in their novels and films climate

change in popular culture a warming world in the american imagination is the first study

that includes analyses of both fiction and popular nonfiction works devoted to climate

change in addition the book examines a number of classic works from the perspective of

the growing field of climate change literature and includes a brief history of climate change

science as well basic scientific definitions all intended for general readers the text provides

an introduction to the science politics and economics of climate change it also includes

both  historical  overviews  and  potential  probable  futures  projected  by  leading  climate

scientists and environmental writers in addition the text looks at how such creative writers

and directors as margaret atwood john steinbeck paulo bacigalupi kim stanley robinson t c

boyle michael crichton and octavia butler among others have used the disasters caused by

climate change in their work

this  volume  proposes  new  ways  of  understanding  the  historical  semantics  of  the

relationship between humans and nature in south america in the eighteenth and early

nineteenth centuries the authors in this volume use the notion of asymmetry to discuss the

representations of and forms of knowledge about nature circulating in and about colonial

and postcolonial south america they argue that the production of knowledge about the
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american natural space widened the power gap between the europeans colonizers and the

local population this gap therefore rests on what we call asymmetric ecologies eurocentric

epistemic orders excluded forms of indigenous mestizo and creole knowledge about nature

by looking at  literary as well  as non literary sources such as natural  histories travel

narratives encyclopaedias or medical writing the essays in this volume trace the origins of

new theoretical paradigms ecocriticism biopolitics transarea studies etc and examine the

regional cultural identity and epistemic conflicts that undercut the eurocentric narrative of

enlightened modernity

in twenty six essays one for each letter of the alphabet the pulitzer prize winning author of

the sixth extinction takes us on a hauntingly illustrated journey through the history of

climate change and the uncertainties of our future climate change resists narrative and yet

some account of what s happening is needed millions of lives are at stake and upward of a

million species and there are decisions to be made even though it s unclear who exactly

will make them in h is for hope elizabeth kolbert investigates the landscape of climate

change from a for svante arrhenius who created the world s first climate model in 1894 to

z for the colorado river basin ground zero for climate change in the united states along the

way she looks at greta thunburg s blah blah blah speech b learns to fly an all electric

plane e experiments with the effects of extreme temperatures on the human body t and

struggles with the deep uncertainty of the future of climate change u adapted from essays

originally published in the new yorker and beautifully illustrated by wesley allsbrook h is for

hope is simultaneously inspiring alarming and darkly humorous a unique examination of

our changing world

national  bestseller  the  pulitzer  prize  winning author  of  the  sixth  extinction  returns  to

humanity s transformative impact on the environment now asking after doing so much

damage can we change nature this time to save it recommended by president obama and

bill gates shortlisted for the wainwright prize for writing one of the ten best books of the

year the washington post one of the best books of the year time esquire smithsonian

magazine vulture publishers weekly kirkus reviews library journal beautifully and insistently

kolbert  shows  us  that  it  is  time  to  think  radically  about  the  ways  we  manage  the

environment helen macdonald the new york times that man should have dominion over all

the earth and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth is a prophecy that
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has hardened into fact so pervasive are human impacts on the planet that it s said we live

in a new geological epoch the anthropocene in under a white sky elizabeth kolbert takes a

hard look at the new world we are creating along the way she meets biologists who are

trying to preserve the world s rarest fish which lives in a single tiny pool in the middle of

the mojave engineers who are turning carbon emissions to stone in iceland australian

researchers who are trying to develop a super coral that can survive on a hotter globe and

physicists who are contemplating shooting tiny diamonds into the stratosphere to cool the

earth one way to look at human civilization says kolbert is as a ten thousand year exercise

in defying nature in the sixth extinction she explored the ways in which our capacity for

destruction has reshaped the natural world now she examines how the very sorts of

interventions that have imperiled our planet are increasingly seen as the only hope for its

salvation by turns inspiring terrifying and darkly comic under a white sky is an utterly

original examination of the challenges we face
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