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islam s brilliant contributions to science art and culture are a timeless and precious
heritage which should be historically preserved for future generations the great
achievements of muslim scholars are rarely if at all acknowledged in formal education
and today their identity origins and impact remain largely obscure this collection of
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papers aims to give readers a brief introduction to the intellectual history of muslims and
the contributions that eminent muslim scholars have made in certain specific fields of
knowledge including basic and applied physical and biological sciences medicine legal
and political theories and practices economic and financial concepts models and
institutions etc the preservation of civilization necessitates a better understanding
sharing and recognition of our common human heritage given today s widespread
negative stereotyping and falsely generated misunderstanding of islam and muslims the
publication of these papers on muslim contributions to world civilization is vital to help
repair the wrong that is being perpetrated and restore the historical truth which is being
distorted
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studies in islamic civilization draws upon the works of western scholars to make the case
that without the tremendous contribution of the muslim world there would have been no
renaissance in europe for almost a thousand years islam was arguably one of the leading
civilizations of the world spanning a geographic area greater than any other it eliminated
social distinctions between classes and races made clear that people should enjoy the
bounties of the earth provided they did not ignore morals and ethics and rescued
knowledge that would have been lost if not forever then at least for centuries the genius
of its scholars triggered the intellectual tradition of europe and for over seven hundred
years its language arabic was the international language of science strange then that its
legacy lies largely ignored and buried in time in the words of aldous huxley great is truth
but still greater from a practical point of view is silence about truth by simply not
mentioning certain subjects propagandists have influenced opinion much more
effectively than they could have by the most eloquent denunciations studies in islamic
civilization is a compelling attempt to redress this wrong and restore the historical truths
of a golden age that ushered in the islamic renaissance and as a by product that of the
west in doing so it gives a bird s eye view of the achievements of a culture that at its
height was considered the model of human progress and development
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this book first published in 1977 discusses the muslim contribution to mathematics
during the golden age of muslim learning from the seventh to the thirteenth century it
was during this period that muslim culture exerted powerful economic political and
religious influence over a large part of the civilised world the work of the muslim scholars
was by no means limited to religion business and government they researched and
extended the theoretical and applied science of the greeks and romans of an earlier era
in ways that preserved and strengthened man s knowledge in these important fields
although the main object of this book is to trace the history of the muslim contribution to
mathematics during the european dark ages some effort is made to explain the progress
of mathematical thought and its effects upon present day culture certain muslim
mathematicians are mentioned because of the important nature of their ideas in the
evolution of mathematical thinking during this earlier era muslim mathematicians
invented the present arithmetical decimal system and the fundamental operations
connected with it addition subtraction multiplication division raising to a power and
extracting the square root and the cubic root they also introduced the zero symbol to
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western culture which simplified considerably the entire arithmetical system and its
fundamental operations it is no exaggeration if it is said that this specific invention marks
the turning point in the development of mathematics into a science
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lately islam has been enduring considerable pressure and criticism for its violent nature
and its involvement with anti social activities such as terrorism assassinations suicide
bombings etc some evidence of the growing awareness of islam and its efforts of
peaceful co existence has come to light in the form of increased interest in reading
history and about the past events this awareness is not sufficient the authors in their
book globalization of knowledge have endeavoured to dispel this undue criticism in this
treatise the authors have undertaken to illustrate islam and its efforts for creating and
maintaining a peaceful and harmonious global village they have also brought to the
attention of the readers contributions of the islamic civilization to human knowledge
particularly the preservation and further advancements in philosophy sciences
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astronomy and other social disciplines the book is an easy reading and full of information
readers can learn vicariously from the islamic contributions to human knowledge

in islamic contributions to civilization scholar and philosopher stanwood cobb restores to
history the immense and often overlooked legacy of islamic culture in shaping the
modern world first published in 1912 this illuminating study traces the far reaching
influence of islamic science philosophy art and ethics on the rise of european civilization
with eloquence and balance cobb demonstrates how the intellectual spirit of islam
grounded in inquiry tolerance and reverence for knowledge bridged the ancient and
modern worlds during the so called dark ages of the west from the preservation and
advancement of greek philosophy to pioneering discoveries in mathematics medicine
astronomy and architecture cobb reveals the dazzling scope of islamic achievement yet
beyond cataloguing innovation he emphasizes a deeper truth that the civilization of islam
represented a synthesis of faith and reason uniting spiritual aspiration with empirical
curiosity his analysis challenges stereotypes and calls for a renewed appreciation of the
cultural dialogue that has long linked east and west more than a historical survey islamic
contributions to civilization is a meditation on the universality of human progress cobb s
prose radiates respect and admiration for a civilization that transformed learning
preserved beauty and offered humanity a vision of harmony between the material and
the divine over a century later his message of intellectual kinship and cross cultural
understanding remains as relevant as ever

studies in islamic civilization draws upon the works of western scholars to make the case
that without the tremendous contribution of the muslim world there would have been no
renaissance in europe for almost a thousand years islam was arguably one of the leading
civilizations of the world spanning a geographic area greater than any other it eliminated
social distinctions between classes and races made clear that people should enjoy the
bounties of the earth provided they did not ignore morals and ethics and rescued
knowledge that would have been lost if not forever then at least for centuries the genius
of its scholars triggered the intellectual tradition of europe and for over seven hundred
years its language arabic was the international language of science strange then that its
legacy lies largely ignored and buried in time in the words of aldous huxley great is truth
but still greater from a practical point of view is silence about truth by simply not
mentioning certain subjects propagandists have influenced opinion much more
effectively than they could have by the most eloquent denunciations studies in islamic
civilization is a compelling attempt to redress this wrong and restore the historical truths
of a golden age that ushered in the islamic renaissance and as a by product that of the
west in doing so it gives a bird s eye view of the achievements of a culture that at its
height was considered the model of human progress and development 2010

studies in islamic civilization draws upon the works of western scholars to make the case
that without the tremendous contribution of the muslim world there would have been no
renaissance in europe for almost a thousand years islam was arguably one of the leading
civilizations of the world spanning a geographic area greater than any other it eliminated
social distinctions between classes and races made clear that people should enjoy the
bounties of the earth provided they did not ignore morals and ethics and rescued
knowledge that would have been lost if not forever then at least for centuries the genius



The Contribution Of Islamic Civilization To The Scientific

6 The Contribution Of Islamic Civilization To The Scientific

of its scholars triggered the intellectual tradition of europe and for over seven hundred
years its language arabic was the international language of science strange then that its
legacy lies largely ignored and buried in time in the words of aldous huxley great is truth
but still greater from a practical point of view is silence about truth by simply not
mentioning certain subjects propagandists have influenced opinion much more
effectively than they could have by the most eloquent denunciations studies in islamic
civilization is a compelling attempt to redress this wrong and restore the historical truths
of a golden age that ushered in the islamic renaissance and as a by product that of the
west in doing so it gives a bird s eye view of the achievements of a culture that at its
height was considered the model of human progress and development 2010

this book explores matters that have negatively affected the public image and led to
distorted depictions of islam from the late nineteenth century to the present the areas of
uneasiness and debate among muslims and non muslims alike include islamic values and
identity in the post caliphate era after colonialism and now under western hegemony
there is anxiety about the place of shari a in the light of western law and the state
secularism democracy human rights the equality of women and the place of islamic
education in transmitting islamic values as secular education dominates societies there
are apprehensions over the relation between religion and politics as in the rise of muslim
brotherhoods wahhabism islamism al qaeda and islamic state in non muslim countries
concerns are about the status of muslim marriage polygamy divorce and interest in
business every topic is examined through the noble qur an and the hadith classical
writings and linguistic analysis
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